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I WISH TO THANK ALL THE COOPERATORS WHO
TOOK THE TIME TO RECORD THEIR OBSERVATIONS
AND THE REPORTS FROM RELIABLE SOURCES.

WITH A SPECIES LIKE THE WILD TURKEY EVERY
OBSERVATION IS EXTREMELY VALUABLE IF IT IS
RECORDED BUT ALMOST WORTHLESS IF IT IS NOT.
ACCURATE OBSERVATIONS AND RECORDS ARE
ESSENTIAL TO PROPER MANAGEMENT. WE ARE ALL
LOSERS WHEN GOOD ACCURATE INFORMATION IS
NOT RECORDED SO IT CAN BE USED TO BENEFIT A
SPECIES LIKE THE WILD TURKEY. :

fucde Luesaty

Department of Tennessee Wildlife Resources, Authorization No. 328308, 600
coples, May, 1992. This publicdocumentwas promulgated atacostof $1.50per

'/ | copy.
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1991 SUMMER BROOD SURVEY

This year we had sightings recorded of a record of 6,320 turkeys.
This is a minimum figure since 31% of the sightings recorded
indicated an imcomplete count of the turkeys observed. There
were observations reported of 298 gobblers (down 34%); 801 hens
with poults (up 14.5%); 289 hens without poults (up 47%); 4,706
poults (up 8%); 226 unidentified turkeys (down 17%); and 724
broods (up 36%).

This was a 4.0% increase in total observations from the 1990
record. This year observations indicated that the peak hatching
dates were about normal (May 24 - June 6) and that we had
excellent survival of the poults. We also had some renesting of
hens, as evidenced by a number of very young poults seen in
August and September. Observations on LBL and' Ft. Campbell
indicated that  production was up this year on both areas with
good production in both Tennessee and Kentucky portions. The
actual figures for the Ft. Campbell survey are not included; the
report forms were lost in the mail.

August Reproductive Data
'82 '83 ‘84 '85 ‘86 '87  '88 89 ‘90 '91

Hens .
obsv. 65 68 131 138 198 235 293 232 273 421

%$Hens
w/0 20 38.2 27.5 23.2 22.2 27.1 18.7 11.6 11 14.5
. poults

,'Hens/
poults 5.9 5.3 4.8 7.0 5.9 4.9 4,6 6.4 4.4 4.9

Brood/
poults 6.5 6.8 6.9 7.2 6.4 7.0 4,7 7.4 6.2 7.4

Of the 421 hens (a 54% increase) observed in August, only 14.5%
(the third lowest on record) were without poults (normal is about
32%). A total of 4,706 poults (June-Aug.) were observed this
year, which is the highest on record. Total poult observations
were 9.6% above the 1990 record of 4,295. The poult® per hen
ratio in August was 4.9 this year, which was an improvement over
last year. A ratio of 2.7 poults/hen is required to just
maintain a stable population. We have had a moderate increase in
the overall population. The poult/brood observations were 7.4
indicating excellent survival this year. Observations indicate
that we had fair to good reproduction in the Mississippi River
bottoms this year. On a statewide basis, 1991 was a good
production year for the wild turkey in Tennessee. We should
again harvest a good number of two and three-year-old birds
carried over from the past two year's good hatches. With similar
seasons to last year's and good hunting - weather, we should
harvest about 4,800-5,100 birds in 1992, - :

4-v
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WILD TURKEY HARVEST SURVEY 1991

The 1991 spring wild turkey harvest of 4,373 birds set a new
record and was an increase in harvest of 1,048 birds (31.5%)
over the previcus record of 3,325 set in 1990. We have set
new spring turkey harvest records every year for the last
eight years and twelve out of the last fourteen years.

During the first thirty years (1951 - 1980) of modern wild
turkey hunting in Tennessee, over 50% (usually 70 - 80%) of
the total turkey harvest would come from the Mississippi
River bottoms because that was where the bulk of the huntable
turkey population was located. Every year since 1980, the
percent of the harvest that has come from the bottom has been
under 50% and it has dropped below 16% the last seven years
even though the Mississippi River bottom counties continue to
set new harvest records. This change in the distribution of
the harvest is a direct result of the restoration program's
success in re-establishing huntable flocks of wild turkeys
across the entire state. The big increase in Tennessee's wild
turkey harvests in recent years has been in the open county
harvest. The percent of the total turkey harvest that came
from the open counties from 1951 through 1980 was only 35%;
during the last eight years over 70% of the harvest has come
from the open counties (79% in 1990 and 1991).

In 1975 the total harvest for the state was only 153 birds
and the open county portion was only 51 birds. 1In 1991 the
county harvest was 3,461 birds. 70% of the 71 counties that
had turkey hunting available during the 1991 season set a new
harvest record. Only 5 of the 71 counties did not have a
harvest that ranked in their top three. We had nine counties
that harvested over 100 turkeys in the 1991 spring season.
Humphreys county took top honors being the first county to
harvest over two hundred birds with a total of 214 birds
taken; Hawkins county recorded the same harvest as it did in
1990 to take the number two spot with 177 birds; Stewart was
a close third with 167 birds; Lincoln was fourth with 157:
Franklin was fifth with 140; Lauderdale was sixth with 130:
Hickman was seventh with 111; Shelby was eighth with 103 and
Giles was ninth with 101.

The 1991 WMA harvest set an all time record with 953 birds
being taken. This was a 36.1% increase over the previous
record. The WMA harvest had been at a relatively stable high
of about 700 birds for the last five years. The big jump in
harvest this year was the result of LBL and Ft. Campbell's
contribution to the harvest more than doubling. Ft. Campbell
was able to put more hunters in the field in more areas than
normal in 1991 due to the fact that Operation Desert Storm
had taken a large number of troops from the base and troop
training activities were greatly reduced. The South Cherokee
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harvested 232 birds to set a new record. The South Cherokee
harvest was down slightly in 1990 because of poor weather
conditions, particularly on the weekends throughout the-
season. The carryover of birds from the 1990 season was
evident in the record 1991 harvest in which over 85% of the
birds taken were adults.

All four Regions set new records in 1991. Region I was first
with 1,838 birds; Region II was second with 1,055; Region IV
‘was third with 927 and Region III had 552 birds taken.

Average weights of adult gobblers taken on WMA's this year
were slightly higher than in 1990 the result of better mast
availablity and a mild winter. The man-days of effort per
bird harvested on WMAs dropped to 21.5, well below the ten
year average of 28.5 man-days/ turkey harvested.

There were 14,000 Sportsman's licenses Type 04; 12,298
Resident Big Game Type 09; 4,093 Resident Archery Type 10;
1,440 Muzzleloader Type 11; 13,909 Young Sportsmans Type 02
and 695 Non- Resident Big Game licenses sold March 1, 1991
through May 1991. The 130 successful Non-Resident hunters
took a total of 192 birds ( only 4% of the total harvest).

There was a fatal turkey hunting accident in Polk County in
1991 involving a 16 year old who shot and killed his 36 year
old uncle by shooting at a movement in thick cover that he
thought was a turkey. The failure to positively identify the
target as legal game and to wait until the target was in the
clear so that a clean shot could be taken led to another
tragedy that could have and should have been avoided.

The 1990 fall turkey harvest was down slightly with 33 birds
being taken. Only one bird was taken by archers on LBL and a
new record of 32 birds were taken on Ft. Campbell's limited
fall either-sex gun hunts.
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STATEWIDE TURKEY HARVEST 1951-1970
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AGE OF WILD TURKEYS HARVESTED - 1991 HARVEST BY SECTION OF COUNTY
COUNTY TOTAL ADULT JUV. AGE NE NW C SE sW NO
OR WMA KILL MALES MALES UNK. DATA
A-TULLY 71 59 8 4 - - - - - -
AEDC 27 17 9 1 - - - - - -
BEDFORD 53 34 18 1 4 0 0 41 4 4
BENTON 84 46 35 3 31 20 12 10 9 1
BLEDSOE 1 5 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 4
BLOUNT 29 25 3 1 6 1 o 10 1 4
CAMPBELL 28 16 9 3 0 0 1 0 0] 24
CANNON 14 6 1 7 5 4 0 5 o ¢
CARROLL 16 8 7 1 3 0 1 7 3 2
CARTER 38 22 13 3 8 1 3 9 1 16
CATOOSA 55 44 11 0 - - - - - -
CHEATHAM 25 15 10 0 0 i 9 4 8 3
CHICKASAW 73 51 7 15 - - - - - -
CHUCK SWAN 22 14 8 0 - - - - - -
CLAIBORNE 72 33 36 3 14 13 16 9 4 16
CLAY 4 2 2 0 3 0 0 1 0 0
COCKE 58 44 13 1 0 1 0 15 0 42
CUMBERLAND 49 40 4 5 8 3 4 4 3 27
DAVIDSON 10 5 3 2 ¢ 0 0 0 10 0
DECATUR 43 24 15 4 25 4 3 1 0 10
DEKALB 52 25 23 4 4 1 26 8 0 12
DICKSON 56 30 26 0 38 3 5 4 5 1
EAGLE CREEK 4 2 2 0 - - - - - -
ERNEST RICE SR 4 4 0 o - - - - - -
FAYETTE 4 0 4 0 0 0 2 2 C 0
FENTRESS 3 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 o)
FRANKLIN 140 99 35 6 1 0 19 112 6 3
FT CAMPBELL 118 37 38 40 - - - - - -
GIBSON 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 ¢
GILES 101 28 38 34 32 2 4 38 7 4
GRAINGER 73 21 1l8 34 18 7 9 7 4 28
GREENE 33 15 4 14 0 0] 0 0 0 32
GRUNDY 5 2 3 0 2 0 0 0 0 3
HAMBLEN » 4 2 2 0 1 2 0 C 0 1
HANCOCK 73 43 25 5 13 3 10 7 4 36
HARDEMAN 68 30 35 3 7 18 22 17 3 1
HARDIN 83 70 12 1 27 4 23 23 2 5
HATCHIE NWR 6 3 2 1 - - - - - -
HAWKINS 1177 83 59 35 79 11 19 1 2 65
HAYWOOD 32 14 4 14 1 3 0] 6 3 15
ZENDERSON 8 3 4 1 1 2 1 ¢ 2 2
HENRY 29 13 15 1 i8 7 0] 0 1 3
HICKMAN 111 64 45 2 17 15 14 25 40 o]
HOUSTON 62 37 25 0 0o 16 7 6 3 30
HUMPHREYS 214 126 84 4 29 36 4 93 47 5
JEFFERSON 10 7 3 c 0 o] 0 4 0 &
JOHNSON 62 33 24 5 15 2 10 5 c 30
LAUDERDALE 130 80 1 34 3 29 o 4 53 41
LAUREL HILL 17 11 6 0 - - - - - -
LAWRENCE 43 20 23 0 0 9 4 10 20 0
LBL 233 1178 55 ¢ - - - - - -
LEWIS 50 34 i5 1 9 13 186 8 4 o
LINCOLN 157 76 81 o 74 69 10 3 1 0
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AGE OF WILD TURKEYS HARVESTED - 1891 HARVEST BY SECTION OF COUNTY

COUNTY TOTAL ADULT  JUV. AGE NE NW C SE SW NO
OR WMA KILL MALES MALES  UNK. DATA
. LOWER HATCHIE 8 3 2 3 - - - - - -
MAAP 1 1 o 0 - - - - - -
MADISON 24 16 5 3 3 (6] 1 11 8 1
- MARION 33 28 5 3 1 3 2 7 5 15
MCNAIRY : 80 69 11 ) 30 7 6 7 28 2
MONROE 50 41 8 1 5 4 2 7 1 31
MORGAN 46 7 2 37 11 13 4 2 5 11
MOSS ISLAND 6 6 0 ) - - - - - .
NATCHEZ TRACE 19 5 14 ) - - - - - -
OBION 25 11 7 7 10 4 0 0 2 9
OCOEE 129 104 21 4 - - - - - -
OVERTON 29 18 11 0 9 6 3 5 0 6
PERRY 80 51 17 12 14 29 10 5 6 16
PICKETT 11 6 3 2 1 1 1 2 4 2
P. COOPER 1 1 ) - - - - - -
PUTNAM 4 4 0 o o0 o0 1 o 3
REELFOOT 4 3 1 0 - - - - - -
REELFOOT NWR 4 2 2 o) - - - - -

RHEA 26 23 2 1 0 26 0 O © 2
ROBERTSON 7 7 ) 0O 0o O 0 4 3
SCOTT 53 30 16 7 2 13 3 15 3 17
SEQUATCHIE 5 4 1 o) o o o 1 o 4
SEVIER 18 12 3 3 o o 3 8 1 4
SHELBY 103 71 26 6 2 49 1 o] 39 12
SHELBY WMA 46 26 19 1 - - - - - -
STEWART 167 128 28 11 31 11 31 41 49 4
SULLIVAN 47 22 9 16 $ 1 2 3 o0 20
TELLICO 103 88 11 4 - - - - - -
TIPTON 57 32 4 21 5 17 1 2 26 6
TN. NWR 1 1 0 0 - - - - - -
UNICOI 20 11 6 3 2 1 2 1 o0 11
UNION 6 2 4 0 6 1 1 0 © 3
WASHINGTON 9 4 5 0 o o o0 o0 © 12
WAYNE 46 36 10 ) 12 9 71 6 10 2
WEAKLEY 47 28 13 6 14 22 0 o0 8 1
WHITE 35 21 6 8 1 4 ©0 & 3 17
WHITE OAK ) 1 4 ) - - - - - -
WILLIAMSON 21 14 7 0 0o 18 ©0 0 3 0
WILSON 61 21 31 9 9 2 4 34 O 11
TOTALS 4375 2659 1254 462 701

% OF KNOWN AGE BIRDS 68 % 32 % 10.5 % 20.5 %
IN THE 1991 HARVEST ADULTS JAKES NOT NO
' AGED DATA
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TURKEY HARVEST BY DAY
COUNTIES + WMA MARCH 30 - MAY 7, 1991
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TURKEY KILL BY COUNTY BY LICENSE TYPE
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TURKEY KILL BY COUNTY BY LICENSE TYPE
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1991 SUMMARY OF SUCCESSFUL TURKEY HUNTERS

SUCCESSFUL NUMBER OF HUNTERS HARVESTING TOTAL
HUNTER'S NUMBER OF ONE WO THREE FOUR FIVE SIX TURKEYS
LICENSE SUCCESSFUL BIRD BIRDS BIRDS BIRDS BIRDS BIRDS KILLED

TYPE HUNTERS
| RESIDENT

02 65 53 12 79
; 04 1,798 1,811 391 68 28 2 2,416
09 1,235 1,008 201 17 3 1,481
10 65 53 12 79
11 2 2 2
OVER 65 87 76 9 2 100
LAND OWNER 64 48 16 80
DISABLED 4 4 4
MILITARY 1 1 1
UNKNOWN 25 25 25
SUBTOTAL 3,327 2,581 641 87 31 2 4,267

NON-RESIDENT

13 115 74 32 5 2 1 1 174

74 15 12 3 i8
SUBTOTAL 130 86 35 5 2 1 1 192
STATE TOTAL 3,457 2,661 676 92 33 3 1 4,373
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TENNESSEE'S WILD TURKEY

WILD TURKEY RESTORATION SUMMARY RESTORATION PROGRAM
| 1991 .
1 YEAR NUMBER OF TOTAL The wild turkey restoration
| TURKEYS STOCKED efforts in the 1991 trapping
STOCKED TO DATE season were hampered by very
1951 0 warm weather during the turkey
19562 0 trapping season and the pres-
1953 0 0 ence of abundant mast in some
1954 2 2 areas which hampered our
1985 6 8 efforts in attracting the
1956 33 41 birds to the trap sites. In
1957 4 45 spite of the poor trapping
1958 21 66 conditions we were able to
1959 20 86 trap and move 535 birds in
1960 33 119 1991. We have been able to
| 1961 36 155 trap over 500 birds three out
| 1962 12 167 of the last four years. We
1963 19 186 have averaged moving 482 birds
1964 17 203 per year for the last four
| 1965 47 250 years. That's only four
| 1966 23 273 birds less than the total
| 1967 35 308 number that were stocked
1968 0 308 during the first twenty-four
1969 30 338 years of the project. Over 50%
1970 52 390 of the total live-trapped wild
1971 13 403 turkeys stocked in Tennessee
1972 30 433 since the modern wild turkey
1973 113 546 restoration project was start-
1974 40 586 ed in 1951, have been trapped
1975 144 730 and moved since Jan. 1, 1986.
1976 152 882 A total of 5,361 live-trapped
1977 109 991 wild birds have been moved to
1978 191 1182 date. All of Tennessee's 95
1979 250 1432 counties have some wild
1980 200 1632 turkeys present in 1991. Our
1981 174 1806 spring gobbler harvests should
1982 130 1936 continue to increase over the
1983 212 2148 next five years based on the
1984 253 2401 number of release sites that
1985 382 2783 have been restocked with birds
1986 271 3054 in the last five years. Much
1987 381 3435 of the progress in the wild .
1988 506 3941 turkey restoration effort in
1989 298 4239 the past five years is the ?
1990 587 4826 result of the increased 4
1991 535 5361 involvement of Wildlife s
Officers trapping and moving
TOTAL TO DATE 5361 birds locally to fill in gaps
1951-1970 - 390 and the use of the rocket net
1971-TO DATE 4971 -~ box which has enabled us to
1981~-TO DATE 3729 trap more areas.
1985~T0 DATE 2960
N 44
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Many TWRA programs receive federal aid in fish and/or wildiife restoration.
Poiicies of the TWRA and reguiations of the U.S. Department of the interior
prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin,
209, 9ax Or handicap. if you beilieve that you have been discriminaisd against
in any program, activity, or facility as described above, or if you desire more
informagion, please writs © the Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department
of the inwvior, Washingion, 0.C. 20240
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